
Texas Government (GOVT 2306) 

Credit:  3 semester credit hours (3 hours lecture) 

Prerequisite/Co-requisite:   TSI complete in the area of reading.  
Origin and development of the Texas constitution, structure and powers of state and local 
government, federalism and inter-governmental relations, political participation, the 
election process, public policy, and the political culture of Texas 

Required Textbook and Materials:   
Government and Politics in the Lone Star State, L. Tucker Gibson, Jr., and Clay 
Robinson.  2013 Edition, Trinity University: Pearson Publishing.  ISBN:  13:978-0-205-
92706-7 

Objectives 
Course Objectives 

1. Explain the origin and development of the Texas constitution. 
2. Describe state and local political systems and their relationship with the federal 

government. 
3. Describe separation of powers and checks and balances in both theory and 

practice in Texas. 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 

Texas government. 
5. Evaluate the role of public opinion, interest groups, and political parties in Texas. 
6. Analyze the state and local election process. 
7. Identify the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
8. Analyze issues, policies and political culture of Texas. 

Course Outline  
A. Introduction 

1. Introduction of faculty and 
students 

2. Review Syllabus 
3. Review Class Policies 
4. Review Assignment 
5. Pre-Test 

B. Texas Society and Political Culture 
1. Differentiate between 

government and politics 
2. Show the relationship between 

the two 
3. Identify key events from Texas 

history that have shaped the 
states political landscape 

4. Analyze the economic evolution 
of Texas and identify economic 
factors that may influence public 
policy 

5. Profile the current Texas 
population and identify future 
demographic developments 

6. Identify the dominant political 
cultures in Texas 

C. Federalism and the Texas 
Constitution 
1. Explain how state power is 

constrained by federalism and by 
the national and state constitution 
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2. Analyze how the national 
government has gained power 
within the federalism equation 

3. Explain why state constitutions 
tend to be long and restrictive 

4. Differentiate among the first six 
constitutions of Texas 

5. Explain why those who benefit 
from the current constitution will 
work to make comprehensive 
reform difficult 

6. Analyze how the current 
Constitution is partially a 
reaction to the previous 
Reconstruction-era document and 
partially a return to pre-Civil 
War policies 

D. Voting and Elections in Texas 
1. Identify past restrictions on 

voting rights in Texas 
2. Explain voter registration 

requirements in Texas 
3. Analyze causes of low voter 

turnout in Texas 
4. Differentiate among primary, 

general and special elections  
5. Explain the obstacles to running 

a campaign in Texas 
E.   Political Parties in Texas 
      1.  Explain why political parties 
exist 
      2. Differentiate between ideological 

and coalitional parties 
3.  Describe the levels of political 

party organization in Texas 
4. Explain the long and successful 

history of the Democratic Party 
in Texas 

5. Explain the Republican Party’s 
recent success in Texas 

6. Analyze the challenges facing 
each major party in the 21st 
Century 

7. Explain the role of partisanship 
in Texas governance  

F.   Interest Groups in Texas Politics 

1. Identify and explain the roles of 
interest groups in politics 

2. Compare and contrast the 
different types of interest groups 
in Texas 

3. Analyze the methods used by 
interest groups to influence 
policy makers 

4.  Explain the relationship between 
money and interest groups in the 
political process 

5. Show the links between interest 
groups and other participants in 
the Texas political environment 

6.  Identify practical ways that you 
can become involved in activities 
of interest groups 

G.  The Media and Public Opinion in 
Texas 

1. Trace the evolution of the print 
media in Texas 

2. Describe how radio emerged as a 
component of the Texas media 

3. Evaluate how television changed 
the way Texans consume news 

4.    Evaluate how the media covers 
Texas politics 

      5. Evaluate the importance of 
polling 
      6. Evaluate public opinion in Texas 

politics 
H.  The Legislative Process in Texas 
Politics 

1. Explain the structure of the 
Texas legislature  

2.    Analyze the structure of the 
Texas legislature 

3. Compare the structure and 
composition of the Texas 
legislature 

4.  Explain redistricting and 
gerrymandering and analyze their 
impact on the Texas legislature 

5. Analyze the roles of the 
presiding officers and “the 
Team” in the legislature process 
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I.   The Governor of Texas 
1.   Outline the qualifications to hold 

the office of Governor 
2.    Describe the most significant 
powers possessed by the 
governor while acting as chief 
executive 

3. Characterize the governor’s 
integral role in the legislative 
process 

4. Explain the judicial and 
clemency powers of the governor 

5. Describe the governor’s informal 
powers 

6. Illustrate the impact of the 
governor’s staff 

7. Determine how reform might 
impact the governor’s office 

J.  The Plural Executive and the 
     Bureaucracy in Texas 
      1.  Differentiate between cabinet 

and plural executive forms of 
government 

2. Explain the roles of the 
Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 
General, Comptroller, Land 
Commissioner and   
Commissioner of Agriculture 

3. Determine how the bureaucracy 
impacts the operation of state 
government 

      4. Differentiate among the 
functions of various types of 
boards and commissions 

5. Describe the purpose and process 
of the Sunset Advisory 
Commission 

K.  The Texas Court Systems 
1. Differentiate between civil and 

criminal law 
2. Outline the structure of the Texas 

Court System 
3.    Analyze how the Texas judiciary 

plays an important role in 
shaping public policy 

4. Explain why the method for 
selecting Texas judges is under 
constant criticism 

L.  Local and County Governments and  
     Special Districts in Texas 
      1. Compare and contrast the two 

types of cities and several forms 
of city government  

2. Evaluate the various structures of 
municipal government, including 
elections and forms of 
government 

3. Identify the major sources of 
revenue 

4.  Identify the major sources of 
expenditures of local 
governments 

5. Explain why counties were 
established and how they have 
evolved 

6. Summarize the importance of 
special districts in Texas 

M.   Public Policy in Texas 
1. Explain why public policy is the 

cornerstone of politics 
2.    Outline the stages of the public 

policy paradigm 
3. Analyze why some policy-

making decisions have few or no 
fiscal implications 

4. Evaluate the reasons why the 
controversy over voter ID laws 
has remained at the forefront of 
public policy debate 

N. Criminal Justice Policy in Texas 
1. Explain why crime rates are 

among the most important 
statistical data generated by 
government 

2. Discuss why the use of the death 
penalty has been on the decline 
and will continue to decrease 

3. Identify the major types of law 
enforcement agencies at the state 
and local level 
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4.    Explain how an individual’s 
right to due process extends 
through all stages of the criminal 
justice system 

O.  Finance and Budgeting in Texas 
1. Analyze the constraints on the 

budget process in Texas 

2. Explain the role of the legislative 
Budget Board 

      3. Differentiate among the major 
 sources of tax revenue in Texas 

4. Explain how nontax revenue has 
surpassed tax revenues 

5. Describe the top three areas of 
expenditures in Texas 

Grade Scale 
90 – 100 A 
80 – 89    B 
70 – 79    C 
60 – 69    D 
0 – 59     F 

Course Evaluation 
Final grades will be calculated according to the following criteria: 

4 Tests  80% 
2 Response Topics  10% 
Attendance 10% 

Course Requirements 
1. Students are required to attend all classes and be prepared to work.  Regular 

attendance is essential for success in this course as well as in the professional 
world. Students must have all needed supplies as non will be supplied for them.  
Students will be required to take notes, and participate in class discussions.   

2. The student will write and submit a paper on two assigned response topics.   The 
due date for the assigned response topic is shown on the course calendar. Correct 
grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and complete sentences must be used in all 
writing assignments.  Failure to turn in an assignment on time will result in a zero. 

3. Four major tests will be given counting 20% each or 80% of the grade.  Two 
Response Topics with count as 10% of the grade and attendance is 10% of the 
grade.     

Course Policies 
1. Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.   

2. If you wish to drop a course, the student is responsible for initiating and dropping 
the course. Students who stop coming to class and fail to drop the course will earn 
an ‘F’ in the course.   

3. Students will be allowed to make-up one exam upon approval of the instructor on 
the Final Exam Review date on the course calendar.  All other missed exams will 
result in a zero. 

4. Amending and supplementing syllabus:  The instructor reserves the right to 
change course requirements and/or dates that material will be covered and exam 
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dates.  Any such changes will be announced at least one class in advance and it is 
the responsibility of the student to check for any changes. 

5. Respect other students, faculty and staff of LIT. 

6. No food, drinks, or use of tobacco products in class. 

7. Beepers, telephones, headphones, and all other electronic devices must be turned 
off while in class and are not allowed out at any time. 

8. Belligerent, abusive, profane, threatening, and/or inappropriate behavior on the 
part of students is a violation of the LIT Student 

Disabilities Statement 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 are federal anti-discrimination statutes that provide comprehensive civil rights for 
persons with disabilities.  Among other things, these statutes require that all students with 
documented disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for 
reasonable accommodations for their disabilities.  If you believe you have a disability 
requiring an accommodation, please contact the Special Populations Coordinator at (409) 
880-1737 or visit the Student Services office in the Cecil Beeson Building. 

Course Schedule 
Week Topic Reference 
1 Course Introduction – Syllabus, instructor, netiquette, 

and course navigation 
Syllabus, 
netiquette link 

Course Pre-Test 
 

 

Chapter 1:  Texas Society and Political Culture Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 1 

Learning Assessment: Terms and Chapter Questions  
2 Chapter 2: The Texas Constitution Gibson, et al., 

Chapter 2 
Response Topic 1 Discussion  
 
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Questions 

Due Date 
Assigned 
 

3 Chapter 3 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 3 

Texas Government and Politics in the Federal System  
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Questions  
Review  
Current Events Opportunity  

4 Exam 1 - Chapters 1-3 Exam I 
Chapter 7 Gibson, et al., 

Chapter 7  
Elections, Campaigns, and Political behavior in Texas  

5 Chapter 7 continued 
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Questions 
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Week Topic Reference 
The Texas Government Newsletter  
Response Topic 1 Due  

6 Chapter 4 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 4 

Interest Groups and Political Power in Texas  
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Questions  

 
7 

Chapter 6 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 6 

The Party System  
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Question  

8 Chapter 8 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 8 

The Legislature  
Current Events Opportunity  
Review  
Exam II - Chapters 4,6,7,8 Exam II 
Learning Assessment: Terms and Chapter Questions  

9 Chapter 9 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 9 

The Texas Executive  
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Questions  
Response Topic II  
Discussion and Assigned  

10 Chapter 10 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 10 

The Texas Bureaucracy and Policy Implementation  
Learning Assessment:  Terms and Chapter Questions  
Current Events Opportunity  

11 Chapter 11 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 11 

The Judicial System in Texas  
Learning Assessment:  Terms, Questions  
Review  

12 
 

Exam III Chapters 8-10 Exam III 
Chapter 11 Gibson, et al., 

Chapter 11/12 
The Judicial System in Texas  
Learning Assessment: Terms, Questions  

13 Response Topic II Due 
Chapter 12  

Response Topic 
II Due 
Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 12 

Local Government in Texas: Cities, Towns Counties, and 
Special Districts 
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Week Topic Reference 
Learning Assessment: Terms, Questions  

 
14 

Chapter 13 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 13 

Contemporary Public Policy Issues in Texas  
Learning Assessment: Terms, Questions  

15 Chapter 5 Gibson, et al., 
Chapter 5 

Learning Assessment: Terms, Questions  
Current Events Opportunity  

 
16 

Review     
Final Exams: Given on the date and time specified by the 
official exam schedule 

 

Contact information varies by instructor 


